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Nat’l Highway Traffic Safety Admin., DOT § 501.7

§ 501.4 Succession to Administrator.
The following officials, in the order 

indicated, shall act in accordance with 
the requirements of 5 U.S.C. 3346–3349 
as Administrator of the National High-
way Traffic Safety Administration, in 
the case of the absence or disability or 
in the case of a vacancy in the office of 
the Administrator, until a successor is 
appointed: 

(a) Deputy Administrator; 
(b) Executive Director; 
(c) Chief Counsel; 
(d) Senior Associate Administrator 

for Policy and Operations; 
(e) Senior Associate Administrator 

for Vehicle Safety; and 
(f) Senior Associate Administrator 

for Traffic Injury Control. 

[67 FR 44084, July 1, 2002]

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 67 FR 44085, July 
1, 2002, § 501.4 was revised, effective Oct. 3, 
2002. For the convenience of the user, the re-
vised text is set forth as follows:

§ 501.4 Succession to Administrator. 
The following officials, in the order indi-

cated, shall act in accordance with the re-
quirements of 5 U.S.C. 3346–3349 as Adminis-
trator of the National Highway Traffic Safe-
ty Administration, in the case of the absence 
or disability or in the case of a vacancy in 
the office of the Administrator, until a suc-
cessor is appointed: 

(a) Deputy Administrator; 
(b) Chief Counsel; 
(c) Senior Associate Administrator for Pol-

icy and Operations; 
(d) Senior Associate Administrator for Ve-

hicle Safety; and 
(e) Senior Associate Administrator for 

Traffic Injury Control.

§ 501.5 Exercise of authority. 
(a) All authorities lawfully vested in 

the Administrator and reserved to him/
her in this Regulation or other NHTSA 
directives may be exercised by the Dep-
uty Administrator and, in the absence 
of both Officials, by the Executive Di-
rector, unless specifically prohibited. 

(b) In exercising the powers and per-
forming the duties delegated by this 
part, officers of the NHTSA and their 
delegates are governed by applicable 
laws, executive orders, regulations, and 
other directives, and by policies, objec-
tives, plans, standards, procedures, and 
limitations as may be issued from time 
to time by or on behalf of the Sec-

retary of Transportation, the Adminis-
trator, Deputy Administrator and Ex-
ecutive Director or, with respect to 
matters under their jurisdictions, by or 
on behalf of the Associate Administra-
tors, Regional Administrators, and Di-
rectors of Staff Offices. 

(c) Each officer to whom authority is 
delegated by this part may redelegate 
and authorize successive redelegations 
of that authority subject to any condi-
tions the officer prescribes. Redelega-
tions of authority shall be in written 
form and shall be published in the 
FEDERAL REGISTER when they affect 
the public. 

(d) Each officer to whom authority is 
delegated will administer and perform 
the functions described in the officer’s 
respective functional statements. 

[53 FR 26258, July 12, 1988, as amended at 58 
FR 12545, Mar. 5, 1993]

§ 501.6 Secretary’s reservations of au-
thority. 

The authorities reserved to the Sec-
retary of Transportation are set forth 
in subpart 1.44 of part 1 and in part 95 
of the regulations of the Office of the 
Secretary of Transportation in subtitle 
A of this title (49 CFR parts 1 and 95).

§ 501.7 Administrator’s reservations of 
authority. 

The delegations of authority in this 
part do not extend to the following au-
thority which is reserved to the Ad-
ministrator and, in those instances 
when the office of the Administrator is 
vacant due to death or resignation, or 
when the Administrator is absent as 
provided by § 501.5(a), to the Deputy 
Administrator or Executive Director: 

(a) The authority under chapter 301—
Motor Vehicle Safety—of Title 49 of 
the United States Code to: 

(1) Issue, amend, or revoke final fed-
eral motor vehicle safety standards and 
regulations; 

(2) Make final decisions concerning 
alleged safety-related defects and non-
compliances with Federal motor vehi-
cle safety standards; 

(3) Grant or renew temporary exemp-
tions from federal motor vehicle safety 
standards; and 

(4) Grant or deny appeals from deter-
minations upon petitions for incon-
sequential defect or noncompliance. 
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